Evaluation of Animal
Bites for Rabies Risk

What constitutes an exposure?

Any penetration of skin by the teeth of a potentially rabid animal or contamination of scratches,
abrasions, open wounds or mucous membranes with saliva or other potentially infectious material
(such as brain tissue) of a potentially rabid animal.

Evaluating the risk of exposure to the virus

* When did the exposure occur?

* What was the animal species?

* Can the patient positively identify the dog or cat?

* What were the circumstances of the exposure: provoked or unprovoked?

* Was there exposure to rabies virus as defined above?

* Was the animal captured? If a dog, cat, and/ or ferret, what is the possibility that it will be captured?
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