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Concentration of nitrates detected in private wells (µg/L) Nitrate MCL: 10,000 µg/L 
 
Nitrates may be present in groundwater from fertilizer 
runoff, leaking septic tanks and sewage, and the 
erosion of natural deposits.  Infants less than four 
months of age can become seriously ill from drinking 
water that contains nitrates in excess of the MCL.11,30 
 
Health information about nitrates. 

http://sph.unc.edu/superfund-pages/glossary/
http://sph.unc.edu/superfund-pages/glossary/
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaqs/tfacts204.pdf

